
Mid-Century  
Modern tour 
Sunday, October 7, 2012

Noon - 5 p.m.

Tour Map & Ticket
$10 or 2 for $15

SponSored by:

YOur TickeT aNd Guide
What iS Mid-Century Modern?
Mid-century modern is an architectural, interior and product design form 
that describes developments in modern design, architecture and urban 
development from roughly 1933 to 1965. Mid-century architecture was 
frequently employed in residential structures with the goal of bringing 
modernism into america’s post-war suburbs. This style emphasized creating 
structures with ample windows and open floor plans to bring the outdoors 
in. Many Mid-century homes utilized then groundbreaking post and beam 
architectural design that eliminated bulky support walls in favor of walls 
seemingly made of glass. Function was as important as form in Mid-century 
designs with an emphasis placed on targeting the needs of the average 
american family.  

iNdiaN HillS NeiGHbOrHOOd
in 1941 the farm land that sat between dodge, Harney, 84th and 90th 
streets was transformed into the 18-hole indian Hills Golf course by Harold 
W. Glissman. The public course was billed as the “Poor Man’s country club,” 
where players paid fees of $1 for Sunday mornings and 50 cents to play on 
Saturday mornings and weekdays. The course featured over 500 planted 
evergreens and players would say they were “golfing on the hill,” referring to 
the highest point at what is now 88th and indian Hills drive. The clubhouse 
sat where Swanson Towers sits today. 

in the mid-1950s indian Hills Golf course land was purchased by Malvern 
co., owned by Gilbert and W. clarke Swanson. The brothers, from a 
prominent Omaha family, envisioned the 135 acres as an “ultra-modern 
area of business and apartment campuses and high-class residences.” The 
architectural firm of leo a. daly was given full responsibility for planning the 
new development, which included 63 acres of residential sites, a church, a 
school, a shopping center, 10 apartment buildings, a hotel and a park. The 
first building completed in the newly developed area was Guarantee Mutual 
in 1958. 

The area was viewed and marketed as an upscale neighborhood. Over 80% 
of the homes were constructed with an attached two-car garage which, 
at a time when few families owned more than one car, was a relatively 
new notion. 
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  S I T E

leO a. dalY cOMPaNY  
8600 INdIAN HIllS dR.  YEAR BuIlT: 1959
ARcHITEcT: lEO A. dAlY

The architectural firm of leo a daly was established in 1915 by leo a daly 
Sr.  in 1959 the new corporate headquarters of leo a daly was constructed 
to consolidate multiple locations of the firm across the city under one roof.  
The layout of the headquarters was designed around the philosophy of a 
“multidisciplinary practice.” With this type of collaborative professional team 
of architects, civil engineers, structural engineers, mechanical engineers, 
electrical engineers, planners, interior designers and related personnel work 
together in the same team area on a particular project, from concept to 
completed facility, with the client participating as a team member in the 
planning stages. The leo a daly corporate headquarters received top awards 
at the 1960 aia Nebraska awards.  

SWaNSON TOWerS 
8405 INdIAN HIllS dR. YEAR BuIlT: 1964
ARcHITEcT STANlEY J. HOw JR.

Swanson Towers is a seven–story luxury condominium building featuring 1, 2, 
3 and 4 bedroom units. The building has a West coast design constructed of 
poured concrete with terrazzo covered pillars. There is heated, underground 
parking for residents and a swimming pool surrounded by rock from Mount 
St. Helens. Original plans were to have two towers but a second tower was 
never built. Today the land is a 4.5 acre park featuring a tennis court, sundial 
and walking paths with trees and open spaces.  

currently McGill restoration is caulking and repairing the balconies. On view 
for the tour will be the lobby and “Sans Souci” (“carefree” in French) room as 
well as the swimming pool and grounds.

rules and Guidelines
• admission is by ticket only, no exceptions.

• be aware that all of the tour sites are not ada accessible. Needs of those with mobility  
 impairments will be accommodated within the physical limits of the buildings and the   
 availability of tour volunteers to provide assistance.

•  do not block driveways or alleyways

•  respect the owner’s property. if a door is shut, do not open it. if a drawer is closed, 
 do not open it.

•  No smoking, eating or drinking in any of the properties.

•  No photography.

•  No pets.

•  Only use restrooms in specified locations. restrooms for patrons are available 
 at Swanson library and Swanson Towers. 

•  booties may be required to be worn in some of the tour locations.

in consideration of the permission granted the tour participant to enter the buildings and 
premises on the tour, the tour participant hereby agrees to enter the tour buildings and 
premises at his or her own risk and hereby releases the respective property owner and 
restore Omaha from any and all claims or causes of action due to injury to person or 
property that may arise during.

5 aia ceus for those that sign in at a minimum of seven sites.                 

cHriST THe kiNG cHurcH 
654 SOuTH 86TH ST. YEAR BuIlT: 1961
ARcHITEcT: lEO A. dAlY RENOvATIONS: BvH ARcHITEcTS  

OpEN fROm 1:30 TO 4:30 p.m. Founded in 1953, the christ the king 
Parish held their first services in the Peony Park ballroom until a school 
and gymnasium was built on the current location in 1955. The church was 
designed by leo a daly in a modern style using a variety of bold gestures 
and strong lines for its time. The roof of the church appears to float off the 
colorado redstone walls by using a thin shelled concrete design and placing 
the columns to the interior of the space. The geometry of this arching system 
is called a hyperbolic-parabaloid (umbrella shaped), which at the time, was 
the first of its kind in Omaha. The stained glass windows beneath the roof 
and surrounding the sanctuary, Nave, and Narthex depict the life of christ 
from epiphany to ascension in a contemporary style. colorado redstone 
and wood are the predominant materials of the interior.  a life size ceramic 
sculpture of the last Supper projects from a screen wall that separates 
the Sanctuary from the Sacristy. The Stations of the cross surrounding the 
Nave were made in italy by Professor arnaldo  Miniati. The church also sits 
on a plinth for added importance and its southern entry is screened using 
large precast blocks. a simple but dramatic bell tower to the east is clad in 
white Georgia Marble. The rectory, separated from the church by the bell 
tower, uses the same materials as the main church but in a smaller and less 
important scale. a Parish center was added to the southeast in the 1990s 
using similar materials. a north chapel and porte cochere were added, along 
with some new interior finishes and remodeling in the early 2000s by bVH 
architects.   

 dRIvE BY HOmE

iNdiaN HillS aParTMeNTS 
113 S. 87TH ST.   ARcHITEcT: STANlEY J. HOw JR. 

 dRIvE BY HOmE

SWaNSON TOWerS MOdel HOMe
8700 dOuGlAS ST. ARcHITEcT: STANlEY J. HOw JR.

f I N A l  S T O p continue tour on the other side of this 
brochure and make this your final stop.

The tour is part of the  Tour day promoting the 
Modern Movement through tours and lectures in 30 american cities and 22 
states. For more information visit www.docomomo-us.org.
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8639 dOuGlaS ST. 
ARcHITEcT: uNkNOwN YEAR BuIlT: 1962

The home features original mirrored walls in the dining room, skylight 
roof, inlaid marble and original light fixtures. There are colored lights 
in the living and dining room along with original wood paneling in the 
living room. Home also has original curtain boxes and light fixtures 
and original tile in the main public bathroom. Master bath features 
original black and white floor tile and a built in scale. renovations 
have removed the drop ceilings in the kitchen and bathroom and 
modernized both the rooms.   

8704 dOuGlaS ST. 
ARcHITEcT: uNkNOwN YEAR BuIlT: 1964
RENOvATIONS: ARcHITEcTS dON pOlSkY ANd STEvEN cONlEY

The original home owners were Mr. and Mrs. Jay Swanson, son of 
Gilbert Swanson, one of the developers of the indian Hills area.

in 2006 the current owners purchased the home and opened it up 
making it more functional. The renovations also made the home an 
ideal place to highlight their extensive art collection and their mix of 
old and new furnishings. Mid-century modern touches include floor to 
ceiling windows, original orange eames chairs and original fireplaces 
and skylights in the home. architect don Polsky designed a front porch 
for the home and architect and owner Steven conley did much of the 
design for the recent remodeling.

8743 HarNeY ST. 
ARcHITEcT: STANlEY J. HOw JR. YEAR BuIlT: 1963

The home was designed by Stanley J. How Jr. for his family. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howe along with their four children were happy to move from their 1200 
sq. ft. Ponca Hills Home to this 2160 sq. ft. home with a full basement. 
remodeling work had been done prior to the current owners moving in to 
update the color scheme and make the home more functional. 

Since purchasing the home in 2002, the owners have gutted the 
basement creating an entertainment room, bathroom, workout room 
and play area for their two children. They added wood floors to the living 
room, an office space off the living room and redid the master bedroom 
closet using maple board and slate and marble in the master bathroom. 
They also added a closet and shelving in one of the smaller bedrooms. 

like the other homes on the block designed by How, this home features 
floor to ceiling windows along the south side of the home that open into 
a private back yard. 

8807 HarNeY ST. 
ARcHITEcT: STANlEY J. HOw JR. YEAR BuIlT: 1963

The current owners have occupied the home since 1991. The home has 
fit all stages of their lives from starter home, to family home and into 
their retirement. Modern touches include the bank of floor to ceiling 
windows along the south side of the house, metal decking on the ceilings, 
poured concrete floors, accordion doors on all of the closets and the 
original fireplace. i-beams across the living room allow for the absence 
of weight bearing walls or columns.  

They have worked over the years with interior designer Marilyn Hansen 
to whitewash the dining room walls, install drapes and update the 
wallpaper. Major projects include modernizing the kitchen in 1994, 
updating the bathrooms, redoing the master bathroom and adding a 
bathroom and bedroom to the basement.

8813 HarNeY ST. 
ARcHITEcT: STANlEY J. HOw JR. YEAR BuIlT: 1962

The current owners looked all over the country for a Frank lloyd Wright 
style home and feel they found it when they purchased this home in 2000.

Sam Mangiamele, who designed each of the colorful interiors for the 
four homes on Harney Street, was the first owner of the home buying 
it to live and work in after it was built in 1962. in 1983, the home was 
remodeled to add 15' to the west side and the kitchen was moved to 
the opposite side of the home and a master bathroom was added in the 
former kitchen space. The layout and openness of the home allows for 
the current owners to host parties for 70 people or more. The floor-
to-ceiling windows in the home provide views of their tranquil outdoor 
spaces all around the home, while maintaining privacy. in addition 4' 
eaves over the south windows allow the home to stay shaded in the 
summer and the light to pour in during the winter months. Visitors will 
see the original fireplace, flooring and skylights plus painted grass cloth 
on the walls in the lower level.

205 S. 89TH ST.  
ARcHITEcT: STANlEY J. HOw JR. YEAR BuIlT: 1962

in 1962, the home was built to capture the day and night views of the 
72nd and dodge Street area from the living room, master bedroom, 
den, enclosed porch and from a long balcony that runs along the rear of 
the home. 

The current owners inherited the home from his parents who moved into 
the residence in 1972 after purchasing it from the original owners. 

The home was featured in the Omaha World-Herald, on May 6, 1962. 
Many of the original aspects of the home remain. The home features an 
original slate floor and a revolving, cylinder coat closet made of walnut 
plywood in the entry. The kitchen has original electric range units, which 
fold down from the wall. The living room has the original brick fireplace 
and exposed fir beams. The bathroom, connected to the newly expanded 
master bedroom, features original white and yellow tiles.

between the master bedroom and living room is an enclosed glass porch 
which opens on either side to a balcony.  The owners are in the process 
of remodeling the home so visitors will view the house in progress.

106 S. 89TH ST. 
ARcHITEcT: dON pOlSkY YEAR BuIlT: 1966

This home was designed by architect don Polsky as his family home. 
Polsky studied under architect richard Neutra, who contributed 
greatly to the california modernism movement. according to Polsky, 
his design took advantage of the spectacular views of the city to the 
east and the park-like area to the west. elevating the home allowed for 
the windows in the basement to extend from floor to ceiling bringing 
in more light. This was not common in most lower levels at the time. 

The home features Japanese touches in the entry and living/dining and 
library areas with built in sliding Shoji screens. The living/dining areas are 
truly one big room with a rolling divider that provides storage. a three-
panel Shoji can be pulled across to create a more intimate environment.  
There is marble in the living room around the fireplace, in the dining room 
and in the powder room. The house features ample closet space and 
built ins throughout. Visitors will see an almost untouched/unrestored 
kitchen featuring St. charles cabinets from 1965.

The current owners restored the front porch/catwalk, added new 
landscaping, new roof, and new floorings in almost all of the home and 
recently updated their powder room. 

W. clarke SWaNSON librarY 
9101 wEST dOdGE ROAd  YEAR BuIlT: 1966
ARcHITEcT: lEO A dAlY/wIllIAm lARSON ANd GOldEN ZENON

The Swanson branch library was designed by leo a daly staff 
architects William larson and Golden Zenon.  The library is in the 
brutalist architectural style, popular from the 1950s though the 
1970s. Typically this style is represented as being carved out of 
concrete with slender columns and topped with heaving massing. The 
distance between columns along the sides of the library were spaced 
larger in the adult section to align with the book stacks and narrower 
in the children’s section. The library is no longer used is that respect. 
The smaller columns are in the adult sections and the wider columns 
are now in the kids sectionl 

The building won a 1966 national award of merit for its architecture 
from a joint program of the american institute for architecture, the 
american library association, and the National book committee. a 
February 1966 Omaha World-Herald article said, “the steps leading 
to the main entrance ... provide an interesting study of highlights, 
shadows, vertical and horizontal lines.”   

HISTORY Of THE fOuR HOmES ON HARNEY STREET 
When Mike Ford built his Mid-century modern home on 89th 
and Harney Streets he did not want his home to be the only 
modern home on the block. He bought four lots on the south 
side of Harney Street between 89th Street and Swanson Park 
and commissioned Stanley J. How Jr. to design modern homes. 
all four homes were 36' x 60' with the same floor plan, only the 
garages were different. each home was built by Frank and robert 
Wear with Wear bros. construction. Sam Mangiamele designed 
each of the interiors.
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